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inquire the cause of this assembly, and to say that
if it arose through any grief against any persons
whatsoever all  complaints  should  be  heard and
justice be given.    The noise and tumult were so
great that conversation was impossible, and Essex
asked the stately but agitated envoys to come up
with him into his library.    They did so, but hardly
had they reached the room when the crowd burst in
after them.    There were cries of " Kill them! kill
them 1 " and others of " Shop them up 1 "    The
Earl was surrounded by his shouting and gesticu-
lating  followers.    He  tried  to  speak,   but  they
interrupted him.    " Away, my Lord, they abuse
you;   they betray you;   they undo you;  you lose
time 1 "    He was powerless among them, and, while
the Lords of the Council vainly adjured them to lay
down their arms and depart in peace, he found him-
self swept towards the door.    He bade Egerton
and the others stay where they were;   he would
return ere long, he cried out, and go with them to
the Queen.    Then he was out of the room, and the
door was shut and locked on the Councillors; they
were " shopped up."    Down the stairs and into the
courtyard streamed the frenzied mob.    And then
the great gates were opened and they all rushed out
into the street.    But even now, at this last moment,
there was hesitation.    Where were they to go ?
" To the Court 1    To the Court! " cried some, and
all waited upon Essex.    But he, with a sudden
determination, turned towards the City.    To the